
God greatly exalted him and 
bestowed on him the name
that is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend...
and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.”

- Philippians 2:9-11

“
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A M E S SAGE F ROM
OU R PR IE STS

FR. EMANUELE
FADINI

Dear Parishioners,

This weekend we celebrate 
Palms Sunday and our minds 
will be fraught with the image 
of Christ carrying the cross, 
filled with love for the Father 
and for us. With this in mind, 
I cannot but share what I 
lived recently assisting a priest 
carrying his cross to the end, 
in love for Christ and for the 
people entrusted to him. I’m 
talking about Fr. Marcus 

Medrano, who died on Thursday April 4. He was known by 
many at Nativity because after he retired from his pastoral
assignment at Sacred Heart in Denver, he moved to West-
minster and came to Nativity on several occasions to help 
celebrating Mass or hearing confessions. That’s how I got to 
know him, as a deacon. Once he heard my confession, I 
asked him if could become my confessor, and that’s how I 
started to visit him on a regular basis at his house. The last 
time he celebrated Mass at our parish was about one year 
ago. He couldn’t walk easily anymore, because of a severe 
pain at his knee joints. Therefore, he asked to be carried to 
the steps of the altar with a wheel chair, and then helped to 
climb the few steps of the sanctuary. He could celebrate 
Mass at the altar sitting on a tall stool. As a deacon, that 
moment of serving him has been imprinted in my mind, 
because it was the fulfillment of my vocation of serving a 
priest worn himself by a self-giving life of service. His phys-
ical suffering at the altar reminded me of the suffering Saint
John Paul II, who during the last years of his life lived his 
priestly ministry through carrying the cross of illness.

After that time, the joint’s aching grew worse and he then 
stayed permanently at home. As a confessor, Fr. Medrano 
was demanding. He never lowered the bar. He longed for 
sanctity, and he longed for the others’ sanctity. In giving 
advice, he couldn’t help but share his life and his conversion. 
That was for him the divine action that vouched for God’s 
power. He grew up Catholic and had always in front of his 
eyes the faith of his mother, who faithfully attended Mass at 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, the same parish to which he would be 
assigned years later as a priest. He was also educated in 
Catholic schools and he always valued this with gratitude. 
The moment of his holy communion was a precious moment 
in his life. Growing up, he began to live a dissolute life. Then 
he made a conscious decision to leave the church, giving up 
thesacraments of confession and Mass, because he felt they 
were just a cause for shame and humiliation in front of his 
own inability to give up sin.

Although, one tiny yet unbreakable tie kept him related to 
God: Mary. Every time Marcus was signing or writing or 
uttering his name, the words of a nun who taught him in 
school came to his mind: “Marcus Manual Medrano, never 
forget that there are three “M” in your name: Mary will 
never abandon you!” So, every time he had to deal with his 
own name, inevitably a prayer to Mary sprung in his mem-
ory and heart. And Mary brought him back to her Son. On a 
Sunday, on his way home from a morning beer at the same 
bar, he wandered into Holy Ghost Church in Denver, knelt 
before the statue of Mary and heard her say: “Marcus, get 
up. Go to confession.” She reminded him of his mother. 
“That event brought him back. Soon after, Medrano return-
ed to Sacred Heart, entered a period of spiritual advisement 
with one of the priests then in residence , and performed 
two massive acts of penance. For six months, he stripped 
layers after layer of paint from the church’s old front doors; 
he built a small chapel in an empty basement room. He 
entered seminary in 1980, at the age of 44.”

In October he was diagnosed with cancer. He felt God was 
calling him back. And it was time for him to carry fully his 
cross. He slowly deteriorated and about nine days before 
dying he entered into agony. I anointed him and visited him 
almost every day, reciting the rosary aloud for him and the 
breviary. At the end of a rosary, during the last hours, I 
couldn’t help but softly singing him some of the Gregorian 
Marian Antiphons I learnt in the seminary. They are true 
love songs that the Holy Spirit inspired in the monk’s heart 
for Mary and her Child, and that’s how I felt the need to 
sing them to him. He was literally lullabied by those notes 
and lyrics.

The family that hosted him assisted him to the end, day and 
night. It’s been inspiring for me to see how they all gave 
themselves up for him, especially during the last days of
 agony. I had the grace to share with them the last hours of 
agony of a man of God and to see in his face the desire to 
meet Mary and to be carried by her, as a child, to Christ.

In Christ,

Fr. Emanuele



Mass Times

Monday - Friday

7:00am

Saturday

8:00am/4:30pm

Sunday

7:30am/9:30am
11:30am/5:00pm

Confession

Thursday

5:00pm

Saturday

8:30am/3:00pm

Sunday

30 minutes prior
to each mass

Adoration

Thursday

Noon - 6:00pm

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday

7:30am

Saturday/Sunday

7:05am

Location:  
900 W. Midway Blvd
Broomfield, CO 80020

Website:  www.nool.us

Phone: 303-469-5171 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday,
8:00am-5:00pm 

Fax:  303-469-5172 

School:  303-466-4177
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Merrilyn Sikora
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Parish Sacristan

Marylou Sivigliano
m.sivigliano@nool.us, ext. 136

Director of Music

Dr. Marcia Marchesi
m.marchesi@nool.us, ext. 123

Director of Faith Alive

Mark Thomason
m.thomason@nool.us, ext. 104

Director of Religious Education

Diane Irby
d.irby@nool.us, ext. 103

Faith Alive Assistant

Tricia Fankell
t.fankell@nool.us, ext. 103

Stewardship Director

Diane Denfeld
d.denfeld@nool.us, ext. 106
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Ilene DuBey
i.dubey@nool.us, 303-641-3667
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Jim DuBey
j.dubey@nool.us, ext. 115
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Mike Hebert
m.hebert@nool.us, ext. 122
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& Office Operations

Jen Kuzik
j.kuzik@nool.us, ext. 100
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l.smith@nool.us, ext. 112
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Director of Communications
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Drake Fontana
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Saturday | 4/13

EZ 37:21-28
JN 11:45-56

Palm Sunday

LK 19:28-40
IS 50:4-7
PHIL 2:6-11
LK 22:14-23:56

Monday | 4/15

IS 42:1-7
JN 12:1-11

Tuesday | 4/16

IS 49:1-6
JN 13:21-33, 36-38

Wednesday | 4/17

IS 50:4-9A

MT 26:14-25

Holy Thursday

EX 12:1-8, 11-14
1 COR 11:23-26 
JN 13:1-15

Good Friday

No Mass

Easter Vigil

GN 1:1-2:2
GN 22:1-18
EX 14:15-15:1
IS 54:5-14
IS 55:1-11
BAR 3:9-15, 
32C4:4
EZ 36:16-28
ROM 6:3-11
LK 24:1-12

DAILY READINGS

For all bulletin submi-
ssions, please email us at:

BULLETIN@NOOL.US

The submission deadline is 
every Tuesday at noon. Be 
on the lookout for early
holiday submission times.

BULLETIN INFO

PARISH TIMES

PARISH OFFICE

PARISH STAFF

Nativity's main communication tool

Sign up at nool.us or at 
app.flocknote.com/nool

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Visit nool.us for our
interactive bulletin,
latest news, and more.

https://www.nool.us/
https://nool.flocknote.com/
http://usccb.org/readings


CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Marilyn Reichert

Palm Sunday

Joanna Anderson
Bill McCauley

Roxane Pecchio
Colleen Yuskewich

Easter Sunday

Easter Sunday Counters are
being requested for Tuesday,

April 23 at 9:00am.

Please let Suzie Sloan know
if you are available.

Saturday | 4/13

8:00am | † Matthew and Mary Bruch by Ken and May Ann Cole
4:30pm |    Nick, Kathleen Cole, and Family by Mom and Dad Cole

Palm Sunday

7:30am | † Joseph Zwierzynski by Zoe Zwierzynski
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am |    RE Teachers by Faith Alive
5:00pm | † Andreina Pinero Adriana Pinero

Monday | 4/15

7:00am | † Rocky and Joyce Martinez by Gloria Martinez

Tuesday | 4/16

7:00am | † Shelly Goberio by The Family

Wednesday | 4/17

7:00am | † Raffaele Fattore by Nino Fattore

Holy Thursday

7:00am |    The Priests of FSCB

Good Friday

No Mass

Easter Vigil

8:30pm |    For Our Loved Ones, Living and Deceased

Easter Sunday

6:30am | † John Battista by The Battista Family
8:00am |    People of the Parish
10:00am |    Anniversary of Fr. Michael's Ordination by The Parish
12:00pm |    RE Teachers by Fatih Alive

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact Joanne 
Farver at 303-466-8859 for 
Nativity's prayerline.

If you're going to the hospital 
and need a visit from a priest 
or deacon, please call the front 
desk at: 303-469-5171

Prayers for the sick and for 
the deceased:

We pray for all who are sick, and 
for our deceased relatives and 
friends that they may speedily 
attain the blessedness of heaven 
and rejoice in the eternal trea-
sure of God’s glory and love.

St. Damien of Molokai
May 10 (Died April 15)

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SACRISTRY LAUNDRY

COLLECTION COUNTERS

MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH CALENDAR

Palm Sunday

8:00am | CL
11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
2:00pm | Painting Party
6:00pm | HS Youth Group

Monday | 4/15

8:00am | Science Fair
8:30am | Endow
9:30am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
1:00pm | Rosary Prayer Grp.
6:30pm | SVdP

Tuesday | 4/16

8:00am | Science Fair
9:00am | Endow
9:00am | TOFF
9:30am | Mission Uganda
10:30am | SVdP
1:00pm | Rosary Making Grp.
6:00pm | Venturers
6:30pm | RCIA
6:30pm | Pro-Life Ministry
7:30pm | IN IPSO

Wednesday | 4/17

5:45am | St. Joe’s Men’s Grp.
8:30am | Book Club
8:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP

5:30pm | Grief Support
6:30pm | CL

Holy Thursday

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
7:00pm | Sojourners
7:00pm | School of Community

Good Friday

7:30am | Men of Emmaus
9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
5:00pm | GS

Holy Saturday

7:00am | MASH
7:30am | Pro-Life Rosary
9:00am | Marian Pray Cenacles
9:00am | Spanish Bible Study
9:30am | Italian Class
11:00am | Baptisms

**Please see the Holy Week
schedule on the next page 
for all special events happen-
ing in the parish next week.

If you're interested in getting
involved with any of the 
ministries hosting events 
in the parish, please see the 
information on the Parish Life
board in the gathering area,
visit our website, or connect
directly via Flocknote.

Calendar Disclaimer:

Times in the parish calendar
are subject to change. Sign up
on Flocknote for updates.

If you have any questions
regarding the events above, 
please contact the front desk.

https://www.catholic.org/saints/saint.php?saint_id=2817


DIVINE MERCY
PRESENTATION
Huan Nguyen
Deacon Candidate/Parishioner

GOOD FRIDAY | April 19
RYAN HALL

8:00-8:15am
Morning Prayer

8:30-9:10am
Divine Mercy Presentation

9:15-9:30am
Divine Mercy Novena and 
Chaplet Prayers

*Divine Mercy Sunday Service*
April 28 | 2:00-4:00pm

More Information to Come



Online Giving

Nativity participates in 
an online giving 
program that serves as 
a consistent, reliable 
means of making your 
offering to our parish.

Questions? Suzie at:  
s.sloan@nool.us

To give online: 

1)  Go to nool.us

2)  Click on ‘Parish Life’ tab

3)  Scroll to Online Giving

4)  Complete the 
      registration

TITHING

CHARITABLE GIVING

GOOD FRIDAY HOLY LAND COLLECTION | April 19

Pope Francis has asked our parish to support the Pontifical
Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the Holy
Land. Your support of this special collection helps the 
Church minister in parishes, provide Catholic schools and
offer religious education. The Holy Land collection helps to 
preserve sacred shrines as wells as provide humanitarian 
aide to refugees. 

To learn more about the collection and the people who bene-
fit, please visit myfranciscan.org/good-friday. The Archdio-
cese has prioritized this as a basket collection. As a tithing 
parish, Nativity of Our Lord is donating $2,000 in addition 
to the offertory collection from the parish tithing fund.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

SPRING CONFIRMATION
EASTER THURSDAY | April 25

Please pray for all of our Nativity community members
preparing to receive their Blessed Sacraments.

RESTORED ORDER

NATIVITY HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH GROUP PRESENTS:

PALM SUNDAY
April 14 | 6:00pm

RYAN HALL
Dinner Provided

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRlxthKuWMgHVUkzY9fOBOQ4s4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboub6JOo29c-lyniiUH16X5pI=&ver=3
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0335345/
https://myfranciscan.org/good-friday/


Nativity Preschool o�ers a high-quality 
early childhood experience in a caring, 
safe, fun and faith-filled environment, 
where children develop qualities such as:

• Conversation

• Creative Thinking

• Motor Skills

• Focus

• Persistence

• Independence

• Empathy

• Conflict Resolution

Nativity Preschool for 3-5 year olds.

Full Day and Half Day options available:

5 Full Days | M-F: 8:15am-3:15pm
3 Full Days | M/W/F: 8:15am-3:15pm
2 Full Days | Tu/Th: 8:15am-3:15pm

5 Half Days | M-F: 8:15am-11:15am
3 Half Days | M/W/F: 8:15am-11:15am
2 Half Days | Tu/Th: 8:15am-11:15am

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

For more information visit:
school.nool.us

Denver Broncos Raffle Tickets

Nativity: Faith & Reason is selling 
raffle tickets to support the athletic 
program. Grand prize is four season 
tickets to all 2019 Denver Broncos 
regular season home games; second 
prize is two season tickets to all 2019 
Denver Broncos regular season home

games; third prize is $250 cash; and 
fourth prize is $100 cash. Tickets are 
$10.00 a piece and may be purchased 
from Nativity athletes, their parents, or 
by contacting the athletic director at 
303-466-4177 x128. The raffle drawing 
will be conducted on May 6. Winners 
do not need to be present to win. You 
must be at least 18 years old to enter.

https://school.nool.us/


BOOK CLUB

THE HELP by KATHRYN STOCKETT | April 17

Book club will meet on April 17 to discuss The Help by 
Kathryn Stockett. Meetings are held on the third Wednesday 
of every month at 8:30am. Anyone who would like to 
discuss this book is welcome. For more information please 
call Ann at 303-451-5219 or Jackie at 303-410-1136.

WOMEN’S GUILD

NATIVITY CRAFT FAIR | November 9-10

Save the date for the Women’s Guild annual Nativity Craft 
Fair is scheduled for November 9-10. Mark your calendars 
now. We need new, handcrafted donations for the Guild’s 
sales table. Please help the Women’s Guild by donating.

RESPECT LIFE

40 DAYS FOR LIFE | March 6 - April 14

We know of 374 babies saved from abortion since March 6.

The spring campaign of 40 Days for Life will be March 6 - 
April 14. Join us:

Tuesday, April 16 | Join us to pray peacefully outside the 
Boulder abortion clinic, where late term abortions are 
performed. We will carpool from Nativity at 8:00am. 40 
Days for Life’s spring campaign has ended, but we will 
continue to pray at the clinic on some Tuesdays. Please join 
us this Tuesday, during Holy Week.

Sunday, April 14 | 7:00pm | Sue Thayer, a former planned 
parenthood manager for 18 years, will speak at Sacred Heart 
of Jesus Catholic Church in Jubilee Hall, to close out the 
spring campaign. Sue is part of the national 40 Days for 
Life team, founder and director of Cornerstone for Life 
pregnancy resource center. Sue, like Abby Johnson in 
Unplanned, had a conversion. She will share the story of her 
miraculous conversion and answer any questions. This is a 
must-see presentation. Afterwards, we will go over to the 
Boulder abortion clinic for final prayers by candlelight. We 
will meet at Nativity at 6:00pm to carpool, leaving at 6:15pm 
You may meet us at Sacred Heart of Jesus, if you wish.

We will NOT have a Respect Life meeting this month. Join 
us in May. Please check the Respect Life ministry page on 
the Nativity website for resources for help for unexpected 
pregnancy, post abortion healing, etc.

If you have any questions please contact:

Eloise Georgen: 303-469-8156; eegptg@msn.com
Carrie Kudrna: 720-261-7622; ckudrna@ctpower.com
Janet Carpenter: 720-939-7192; janetacarpenter@comcast.net

For more information of the 40 Days for Life campaign visit: 

40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/denver
40daysforlife.com/local-campaigns/boulder

For a list of many more Resources for Life please visit:

nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

HOPE CORNER

FREE MENTAL HEALTH PRESENTATION | May 6

The Hope Corner is a free mental health ministry commit-
ted to instilling hope and reducing stigma. It provides stress
management, wellness tips, screenings, information, sup-
port, encouragement and faith/community-based resources. 

The next Hope Corner is May 6 from 5:30pm-7:30pm in 
Dresen Hall. Everyone is welcome whether you have a 
question, would like a screening, or have a family member 
with a mental health concern. With questions and to set an
appointment, please contact Becky Kusick, MA, LPC, CPSII 
at 303-907-6499 or at hopecornerministry@gmail.com.

COUNSELING SERVICES

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES

Becky Kusick, MA, LPC, CPSII, offers Christian Counseling 
services. Becky has a Master’s Degree in Clinical Psychology 
and is a Licensed Professional Counselor. She has worked in 
the field for over 25 years with couples, adults, families and 
children. For more information or for an appointment, call 
303-907-6499 or email her at bkusick@yahoo.com

TIME OUT FOR FRIENDS

HOMESCHOOLING | April 16

Join TOFF (Women's Group) on Tuesday, April 16 at 9:30am 
in Weibel I/II. Our speaker/s will be joining us to talk about 
homeschooling. Childcare is available for a small fee and 
babies under one year old are welcome to stay with Mom.

For more information, contact Anne Gray at
abcgray@hotmail.com or Ashley Suppes at
Ashley.suppes@gmail.com or at 816-288-2068. MEN’S SOFTBALL

CALLING FOR PLAYERS | Season begins May 5

We are currently forming men’s recreational softball teams 
which will play a 12-game season in Broomfield beginning 
May 5. Any men (ages 16+) interested in playing, please 
contact Don Clark at 303-257-5472 or at 
dmc121485@hotmail.com.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life?rq=respect
https://www.amazon.com/Help-Kathryn-Stockett/dp/0425232204


St. VINCENT de PAUL

STEPHEN MINISTRY

An Opportunity

“Each year, Lent offers us a providential opportunity to 
deepen the meaning and value of our Christian lives, and it 
stimulates us to rediscover the mercy of God so that we, in 
turn, become more merciful toward our brothers and 
sisters.” - Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI

As we seek to renew our relationship with God through 
penance and increased prayer this Lenten season, we might 
also see this as an opportunity to explore other ways we are 
called to live a life of Christian virtue. For some, this may 
involve stepping outside of themselves and working to see 
Christ in their neighbor; for others it might mean opening
themselves up to receive the love and care Christ is offering 
them in their time of need. 

Stephen Ministry, our parish’s one-to-one caregiving 
ministry, is a powerful opportunity to embrace that new life 
in Christ, be it in sharing or receiving His love. For more
information about Stephen Ministry, please call 
303-469-5171 x113.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Frederic Ozanam’s Story - Part III

The challenging question posed to Frederic by a fellow 
member of a discussion group was essentially, “What do you 
do besides talk to prove the faith that you say is in you?” 
Frederic didn’t have a good answer and this bothered him 
deeply.

He called together five student friends and another acquain-
tance, a newspaper publisher, Emmanuel Bailly. They all 
agreed that action, not just words, was necessary. On 
Frederic’s twentieth birthday, April 23, 1833, the group 
decided to form the “Conference of Charity,” a lay Catholic 
organization dedicated to helping the poor. Emmanuel 
Bailly was selected as the first President. 

In a short time the name of the group was changed to The 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul in honor of the patron they 
chose for their work.

As it turned out, Emmanuel Bailly knew of the work being 
done among the poor by the Daughters of Charity, the 
religious group founded many years before by St. Vincent de 
Paul and St. Louise de Marillac. Bailly sent the founding 
members of the Society to Sister Rosalie Rendu (1786-1856), 
now Blessed Rosalie Rendu.

She quickly became a mentor to the group and taught them 
how to serve the poor with respect and compassion while 
performing home visits.

If you know of someone in need, please have them call our 
help line at 720-452-2520.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

STATE FREE-THROW COMPETITION

Frank Fabian represented our Council at the Knights of 
Columbus State Free Throw Championship on March 16 at 
Holy Family High School.

Frank participated in the 14 year old division and won 
second place, making 20 of 25 free throws. The winner, from 
a small town in far eastern Colorado, near Burlington, won 
with 23 of 25 free throws.  

Frank is the tall one in the middle with the green Wildcats 
T-shirt (4th from the right).

NMCS

SPIRITUALITY in a NON-SPIRITUAL WORLD | May 4

North Metro Catholic Singles is hosting a retreat, "Our 
Spirituality in a Non-Spiritual World," on May 4 from 
8:30am-2.00pm at Nativity. Directed by Fr. Joe Danhorst, 
the cost is $20 and includes continental breakfast and lunch. 
The deadline for reservations is April 27. For more inform-
ation, contact Sue at 720-545-6073. Make checks payable to 
Sue Klemoff: 13418 Alcott St. Broomfield, CO 80020.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.nativitykofc.org
http://svdpden.org
http://stephenministry.org


CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

name” and “thy Kingdom come” - so that they jointly form a 
triptych: “hallowed be thy name”, “thy Kingdom come”, “thy 
will be done.” Today we will speak about the third.

Before man’s care for the world, there is the tireless care God 
employs for man and for the world. The whole Gospel 
reflects this inversion of perspective. The sinner Zacchaeus 
climbs up a tree because he wants to see Jesus but he does 
not know that, much earlier, God had sought him. When 
Jesus arrives, He says to him: “Zacchaeus, make haste and 
come down; for I must stay at your house today.” And at the 
end He states: “the Son of man came to seek and to save the 
lost” (Lk 19:5-10). This is God’s will, what we pray to be 
done. What is God’s will, incarnated in Jesus?. To seek and 
to save the one who is lost. And in prayer, we ask that God’s 
seeking may be successful, that his universal plan of salvation 
may be accomplished, firstly in each of us, and then in the 
entire world. Have you thought about what it means that 
God seeks me? Each one of us can say: ‘But does God seek 
me?’ - ‘Yes! he seeks you! He seeks me’: he seeks each one of 
us, personally. But God is great! How much love there is 
behind all this.

God is not ambiguous. He never conceals himself behind 
enigmas. He did not plan the world’s future in an incompre-
hensible way. No. He is clear. If we do not understand this, 
then we also risk not understanding the meaning of the third 
expression of the “Our Father.” Indeed, the Bible is filled 
with expressions that tell us about God’s positive will for the 
world. And in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, we find 
a collection of quotes that bear witness to this faithful and 
patient divine will (cf. nn. 2821-2827). And in his First 
Letter to Timothy, Saint Paul writes: God “desires all men to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (2:4). 
This, without a shadow of a doubt, is God’s will: the salva-
tion of man, of mankind, of each of us. God knocks upon the 
door of our heart with his love. Why? To attract us, to attract 
us to him and to carry us forward on the path of salvation. 
God is close to each of us, with his love, to lead us by the 
hand to salvation. How much love there is behind this!

A ME S SAGE F ROM
OU R POPE

POPE FR ANCIS

Therefore, by praying “thy will be done”, we are not called to 
subserviently bow our head as if we were slaves. No! God 
wants us to be free; his love frees us. Indeed, the “Our 
Father” is the prayer of children, not of slaves; but of 
children who know their father’s heart and are certain of his 
loving plan. Woe to us if, in uttering these words, we should 
shrug our shoulders as a sign of surrender to a destiny we 
find repellant and that we are unable to change. On the 
contrary, it is a prayer that is filled with ardent trust in God 
who wants good, life and salvation for us. A courageous, 
even militant prayer, because there are many, too many 
realities in the world that are not in accordance with God’s 
plan. We all know them. Paraphrasing the prophet Isaiah, 
we could say: “Here, Father, there is war, abuse of power, 
exploitation; but we know that you want our good. You want 
our good, therefore we implore you: thy will be done! Lord, 
overturn the world’s plans, transform swords into plow-
shares and spears into pruning hooks: so that no one may 
learn the art of war any more” (cf. 2:4). God wants peace.

The “Our Father” is a prayer which kindles in us the same 
love as Jesus’ love for the Father’s will, a flame that spurs us 
to transform the world with love. The Christian does not 
believe in an inescapable “fate”. There is nothing unplanned 
in Christian faith. Rather, there is a salvation waiting to 
manifest itself in the life of each man and woman, and to be 
fulfilled in eternity. When we pray, we believe that God can 
and wants to transform reality by overcoming evil with good. 
It makes sense to obey and to surrender oneself to this God, 
even at the hour of the most difficult trial.

So it was for Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane when he 
experienced anguish and prayed: “Father, if thou art willing, 
remove this cup from me; nevertheless not my will, but 
thine, be done” (Lk 22:42). Jesus is crushed by the evil of the 
world. However, he trustingly surrenders himself to the 
ocean of love of the Father’s will. The martyrs, too, were not 
seeking death in their trials. They were seeking the “after-
death”, the resurrection. Out of love, God can lead us to walk 
along difficult paths and to experience wounds and painful 
thorns, but he will never forsake us. He will always be with 
us, beside us, within us. For a believer this is more than a 
hope, it is a certainty: God is with me. The same that we find 
in the parable in Luke’s Gospel regarding the need to always 
pray. Jesus says: “will not God vindicate his elect, who cry to 
him day and night? Will he delay long over them? I tell you, 
he will vindicate them speedily” (18:7-8). Such is the Lord. 
This is how he loves us. This is how he cares for us. But now 
I would like to invite you to pray the “Our Father” all 
together. And those who do not know Italian can pray it in 
their own language. Let us pray together.

[Our Father ...]

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE

St Peter's Square
Wednesday, 20 March 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Continuing our catechesis on 
the Lord’s Prayer, today we 
will pause on the third invoca-
tion: “thy will be done.” It 
should be read together with 
the first two - “hallowed be thy  

http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
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