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Gospel. Together they are, so to say, one book in two 
volumes. They are both addressed to Theophilus. We don’t 
know who this man might be. Many scholars tend to say that 
he is not a real person, but, since the name means Lover of 
God, he may just be an invitation to approach St. Luke’s 
books with love for God.

The Acts of the Apostles, of course, is the continuation of the 
Gospel. This is true not only in a chronological way, but also 
on a deeper level. The events that took place in the Gospels, 
albeit extraordinarily unforeseeable and unique until that 
moment of history, have become the norm in the life of the 
Church. We see the Apostles become exactly like Jesus: the 
preach with authority, they heal and cast out demons, they 
receive the Holy Spirit and are able to give him to others, 
they travel everywhere, they make disciples, and they die and 
forgive their killers, just to name a few characteristics.

The structure of the Acts is quite linear. We can divide the 
whole book in two main parts, and each one of them into 
two sub-sections:

· Beginning of the Church
 · Mission in Jerusalem
 · Mission in the Holy Land

· St. Paul’s mission
 · Missionary journeys
 · Captivity

The Acts opens with Jesus’s Ascension. In the days that 
followed, the Apostles stayed in Jerusalem, not quite know-
ing what to do. They prayed, and they elected Matthias to 
replace Judas. On the day of Pentecost the Apostles received 
the Holy Spirit, and this is seen as the official birthday of 
the Church. Immediately they started to preach, and many 
people were baptized. The community became huge pretty 
fast, to the point that Peter decided to associate seven men 
with their ministry. They would have to take care of the 
charity of the community and its many needs, while the 
Apostles could continue to preach and celebrate the 
sacraments. They were the deacons.

A M E S SAGE F ROM
OU R PR IE STS

FR. ACCURSIO
CIACCIO

Dear Parishioners,

During the season of Easter, 
the first reading at Mass is 
always from the Acts of the 
Apostles. For this reason I 
would like to give you an over-
view, so you may profit more 
from the readings. The Acts 
of the Apostles were written 
by St. Luke, who was a close 
friend and co-missionary of 
St. Paul. This book is meant 
to be read together with his 

Among them we have St. Stephen, who also became a very 
good preacher. During this whole time the Church was 
persecuted by the priests and the Pharisees, until the 
moment when things escalated so much that St. Stephen 
was martyred. This event made many of them leave 
Jerusalem, so they could safely preach and the church might 
grow even further. Meanwhile persecutions become even 
more dangerous, in part because of Saul, who was particular-
ly fierce. Saul, as we all know, on his way to Damascus 
received a vision of Jesus, and from this moment on he 
believed that Jesus was God. He spent three years in some 
sort of retreat. During this time Herod Agrippa began to 
persecute Christians as well, having had St. James, the first 
among the Apostles, killed.

After his three years of reclusion St. Paul was invited by St. 
Barnabas to accompany him. While they were in Antioch, 
where the followers of Jesus were called Christians for the 
first time, the Holy Spirit asked them to go on a missionary 
journey. They visited part of Asia Minor, which is modern- 
day Turkey. After they returned from their first mission, 
the first ecumenical council took place in Jerusalem, in 
which it was decided that gentiles who converted to Christ-
ianity didn’t have to be circumcised. Paul decided to go and 
visit the community founded during the first trip and then, 
having had a vision in a dream, he continued on all the way 
to Greece. During this second journey, St. Paul even gave a 
speech at the Areopagus in Athens. To this journey, some 
time later, a third one followed. At his arrival in Jerusalem, 
Paul got arrested at the Temple. The crowd wanted to kill 
him. As a Roman citizen, he appealed to Caesar and was 
brought to Rome, where he had to wait for a while before he 
could be heard by the Emperor.

Here is where the Acts of the Apostles ends. What happened 
to Paul next is less certain. Very likely he was found innocent 
and released. This was shortly before Nero made Christian-
ity illegal, and this new phase of persecutions began. Peter 
was in Rome at the time, and he was killed then. St. Paul, 
instead, probably continued his missions all the way to 
Spain and arguably up to England. On his return to Rome 
he was arrested again and this time executed.

The Gospel of St. Luke describes a motion from Nazareth to 
Jerusalem, while the Acts describes a motion from 
Jerusalem to Rome. In all his writing St. Luke keeps indicat-
ing that the story that began with the Annunciation never 
ended, and that Jesus, present in a human body at first and 
then in his mystical body, the Church, is still the same and 
alive among us.

Have a great week,

Fr. Accu
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Saturday | 5/11

ACTS 9:31-42
JN 6:60-69

Sunday | 5/12

ACTS 13:14, 
43-52
REV 7:9, 14B-17
JN 10:27-30

Monday | 5/13

ACTS 11:1-18
JN 10:1-10

Tuesday | 5/14

ACTS 1:15-17, 
20-26
JN 15:9-17

Wednesday | 5/15

ACTS 12:24-13:5A

JN 12:44-50
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ACTS 13:13-25
JN 13:16-20
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ACTS 13:26-33
JN 14:1-6
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ACTS 13:44-52
JN 14:7-14

Sunday | 5/19

ACTS 14:21-27
REV 21:1-5A

JN 13:31-33A, 
34-35

DAILY READINGS

For all bulletin submi-
ssions, please email us at:

BULLETIN@NOOL.US

The submission deadline is 
every Tuesday at noon. Be 
on the lookout for early
holiday submission times.

BULLETIN INFO

PARISH TIMES

PARISH OFFICE

PARISH STAFF

Nativity's main communication tool

Sign up at nool.us or at 
app.flocknote.com/nool

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Visit nool.us for our
interactive bulletin,
latest news, and more.

http://usccb.org/readings
https://www.nool.us/
https://app.flocknote.com/nool


CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Cecilia Bruchez

May 12

Bonnie Gauthier
Thomas Greene
Genevieve Lane

Kenneth Thrower

May 19

Nick Dipaola
Jeanette Nansel

Mary Ann Graham
Debra Rayman

Saturday | 5/11

8:00am | † Bill Murphy by Jim and Evelyn Green
4:30pm |    Tricia Fankell by The Caldwell Family

Sunday | 5/12

7:30am | † Clayton Roth by Suzanne Klemoff
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am |    RCIA Teaching Team by Faith Alive
5:00pm | † Barbara Peixoto by The Peixoto Family

Monday | 5/13

7:00am | † Betty Passard by The Passard Family

Tuesday | 5/14

7:00am |    People of the Parish

Wednesday | 5/15

7:00am | † Gary Berwick

Thursday | 5/16

7:00am | † Don Hartley by Stella Franzen

Friday | 5/17

7:00am | † Rocky and Joyce Martinez by Gloria Martinez

Saturday | 5/18

8:00am | † Leonard and Gloria Pastuszak by Paul & Lei Ellen Beck
4:30pm | † Barbara Higgins by Catholic Worker Soup Kitchen

Sunday | 5/19

7:30am |    Adult Catechesis Volunteers and Bible Study Leaders
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am |    Marrilyn Cenedella by Liz Holt
5:00pm | † Magdaline Handley by Her Son, Bill Doyle

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact Joanne 
Farver at 303-466-8859 for 
Nativity's prayerline.

If you're going to the hospital 
and need a visit from a priest 
or deacon, please call the front 
desk at: 303-469-5171

Prayers for the sick and for 
the deceased:

We pray for all who are sick, and 
for our deceased relatives and 
friends that they may speedily 
attain the blessedness of heaven 
and rejoice in the eternal trea-
sure of God’s glory and love.

St. Matthias
May 14

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SACRISTRY LAUNDRY

COLLECTION COUNTERS

MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday | 5/12

All Day | Blood Drive Sign-up
8:00am | CL
11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
6:00pm | HS Youth Group

Monday | 5/13

9:30am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
1:00pm | Rosary Prayer Grp.
6:00pm | Marriage Prep
6:30pm | SVdP

Tuesday | 5/14

8:30am | STAR Testing (School)
10:30am | SVdP
6:00pm | Venturers
6:30pm | RCIA
6:30pm | Young Couples
7:30pm | IN IPSO

Wednesday | 5/15

5:45am | St. Joe’s Men’s Grp.
8:30am | Book Club
8:30am | 1st Grade School Play
10:30am | SVdP
5:30pm | Grief Support
6:30pm | CL
6:30pm | STAR Testing (School)

Thursday | 5/16

9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
6:00pm | PTO
6:30pm | Dante's Divine Com.
7:00pm | Sojourners
7:00pm | School of Community

Friday | 5/17

7:30am | Men of Emmaus
9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
5:00pm | GS
6:00pm | Holy Family Event

Saturday | 5/18

6:00am | KoC Burrito Making
7:00am | MASH
7:30am | Pro-Life Rosary
9:00am | Marian Pray Cenacles
9:00am | Spanish Bible Study
9:30am | Italian Class
11:00am | Baptisms
1:00pm | Deacon Marty Retire-
   ment Celebration

Sunday | 5/19

8:00am | CL
11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
6:00pm | HS Youth Group

If you're interested in getting
involved with any of the 
ministries hosting events 
in the parish, please see the 
information on the Parish Life
board in the gathering area,
visit our website, or connect
directly via Flocknote.

Calendar Disclaimer:

Times in the parish calendar
are subject to change. Sign up
on Flocknote for updates.

If you have any questions
regarding the events above, 
please contact the front desk.

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-matthias/


Today is Follow-Up Weekend for the 2019 Archbishop’s 
Catholic Appeal. If you have not donated, please do so today. 
As an archdiocesan-wide effort, every household is asked to
participate. Your gift – which will fund various ministries – 
is genuinely needed and will be greatly appreciated. On 
behalf of the thousands of individuals who will receive 
guidance, instruction, and hope this year because of your 
act of kindness, thank you.

Please visit: archden.org/givetoday or call 303-867-0614 to 
make your gift today.

SIGN UP TO RECEIVE THE
INTERACTIVE BULLETIN AT:

nool.flocknote.com/bulletin

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

http://archden.org/givetoday
https://nool.flocknote.com/bulletin


VENTURERS OF THE STAR

Online Giving

Nativity participates in 
an online giving 
program that serves as 
a consistent, reliable 
means of making your 
offering to our parish.

Questions? Suzie at:  
s.sloan@nool.us

To give online: 

1)  Go to nool.us

2)  Click ‘Donate’ in the
      main menu

3)  Complete the 
      registration

TITHING

CHARITABLE GIVING

GOOD FRIDAY HOLY LAND COLLECTION | April 19

The annual Pro-Life Mother’s Day collection is used for the
operating expenses of the Respect Life Office and its contin-
uing work for the youth of the Archdiocese of Denver. Their
foundation has been the promotion of educational programs 
which have been regularly presented to parishes in need.

The Respect Life Office now hosts a 30-minute weekly radio
show on 1060 AM. Please visit: respectliferadio.com to listen
to the archived shows. As a tithing parish, Nativity of Our 
Lord is donating $1,000 in addition to the offertory 
collection from the parish tithing fund.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

FROM THE FRONT DESK

DCN. MARTY’S RETIRE-
MENT RECEPTION | May 18

Please join us as we celebrate 
Deacon Marty’s retirement 
over dinner on May 18 at 
5:30pm in Ryan Hall. There 
is no cost to attend, but space 
is limited so please get your 
tickets from the front desk 
today!

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

A volunteer is needed to transfer food from FISH to Nativity 
one Friday per month. Anyone who might be interested, 
please contact Frank Hillenbrand at 303-466-1588.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Broomfield Skilled Nursing Home is in need of volunteer 
retirees to accompany residents to doctor's appointments. 
Transportation is provided. Please contact Lynne Gallagher 
at 303-469-5171 x101. Thank you.

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED | June 16 - July 6

This summer, Fr. Diego will be coming to Broomfield with 
14 of his high school students from Chile (six girls, eight 
boys, plus one mom). We are in need of families to open 
their homes for two weeks during their visit. The students 
arrive on June 16 and depart on July 6. They will attend 
Nativity's High School Vacation in Estes Park from June 
23-28, so even though they are here for three weeks, they 
will only stay with host families for two.

Host families will need to provide bedroom and bathroom
facilities, as well as, daily meals. The students are here to 
experience life with American families, so this requires no 
change in your routine. They will just participate in your 
normal activities.

If you are interested or have any questions please contact 
Ilene DuBey at i.dubey@nool.us or at 303-641-3667.

SPECIAL FIFTH GRADE INTRODUCTION | May 14

Venturers of the Star would like to invite all fifth graders, 
along with all current middle school students, to check out 
our middle school youth program on Tuesday, May 14 at 
6:30pm at the Frassati House (580 W. 3rd Ave. Dr.) and for
all subsequent Tuesday meetings. All are welcome for a fun 
night of singing, playing, learning, and sharing our faith!

MIDDLE SCHOOL VACATION | June 10-14

All middle school students are welcome to join Venturers of
the Star for their annual summer vacation that will take 
place from June 10-14 at 
Highlands Presbyterian 
Camp in Allenspark, 
Colorado. To register 
please visit:

nool.us/venturers-vacation-
registration

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

SPECIAL EIGHTH GRADE INTRODUCTION | May 19

Our high school youth program would like to extend an 
invitation to all current eighth graders and high schoolers 
to join us on Sunday, May 19 in Ryan Hall at 6:00pm for 
dinner, games, a sharing of faith, and night prayer led by 
Fr. Emanuele and our sisters.

HIGH SCHOOL VACATION | June 23-28

All high school students are welcome to join High School
Youth Group for their annual summer vacation that will 
take place from June 23-28 
at YMCA of the Rockies in
Winter Park, Colorado. 

Registration opening soon.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRlxthKuWMgHVUkzY9fOBOQ4s4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboub6JOo29c-lyniiUH16X5pI=&ver=3
https://www.nool.us/venturers-vacation-registration
https://www.nool.us/high-school
https://respectliferadio.com/


CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Nativity Preschool o�ers a high-quality 
early childhood experience in a caring, 
safe, fun and faith-filled environment, 
where children develop qualities such as:

• Conversation

• Creative Thinking

• Motor Skills

• Focus

• Persistence

• Independence

• Empathy

• Conflict Resolution

Nativity Preschool for 3-5 year olds.

Full Day and Half Day options available:

5 Full Days | M-F: 8:15am-3:15pm
3 Full Days | M/W/F: 8:15am-3:15pm
2 Full Days | Tu/Th: 8:15am-3:15pm

5 Half Days | M-F: 8:15am-11:15am
3 Half Days | M/W/F: 8:15am-11:15am
2 Half Days | Tu/Th: 8:15am-11:15am

For more information visit:
school.nool.us

https://school.nool.us


FROM THE COMMUNITY

BOOK CLUB

WOMEN’S GUILD

NEXT MEETING | May 13

The Women’s Guild meeting on May 13 will be a Salad 
Supper at 6:30pm in Weibel II Hall followed by the budget 
and calendar meeting. Please bring your favorite salad to 
share. Beverages and place settings are furnished.

All ladies of the parish are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. See you there! With questions call Nicki Battista at 
303-469-0670.

RESPECT LIFE

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY!

“That special power of loving that belongs to a woman is 
seen most clearly when she becomes a mother. Motherhood 
is the gift of God to women. How grateful we must be to God 
for this wonderful gift that brings such joy to the whole 
world, women and men alike! 

Yet we can destroy this gift of motherhood, especially by the 
evil of abortion, but also by thinking that other things like 
jobs or positions are more important than loving, than 
giving oneself to others. No job, no plans, no possessions, no 
idea of ‘freedom’ can take the place of love. So anything that 
destroys God’s gift of motherhood destroys His most precious 
gift to women - the ability to love as a woman.”

~ Mother Theresa’s Letter to the Fourth World Conference 
on Women, Beijing, 1995

PEACEFUL PRAYER | May 14

Join us to pray peacefully outside the Boulder abortion 
clinic, where late term abortions are performed. We will 
carpool from Nativity at 8:00am.

ANNUAL BABY SHOWER | May 11 - June 16

We will continue collecting donations for our parish baby 
shower to give to Gabriel House, Marisol health clinic, and 
the Little Flower pregnancy center through Father’s Day, 
June 16. For a list of suggested items please visit:

nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life

Thank you for you generosity!

RESOURCES FOR LIFE

For a list of  Resources for Life for unexpected pregnancy, 
post-abortion healing, etc. please visit:

nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life

If you have any questions please contact:

Eloise Georgen: 303-469-8156; eegptg@msn.com
Carrie Kudrna: 720-261-7622; ckudrna@ctpower.com
Janet Carpenter: 720-939-7192; janetacarpenter@comcast.net

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK EACH
FOR MORE

COUNSELING SERVICES

CHRISTIAN COUNSELING SERVICES

Becky Kusick, MA, LPC, CPSII, offers Christian Counseling 
services. Becky has a Master’s Degree in Clinical Psychology 
and is a Licensed Professional Counselor. She has worked in 
the field for over 25 years with couples, adults, families and 
children. For more information or for an appointment, call 
303-907-6499 or email her at bkusick@yahoo.com

THE NIGHTINGALE by KRISTIN HANNAH | May 15

Book club will meet this Wednesday May 15 at 8:30am. The 
book to be discussed is The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah.
If you have read the book and you would like to discuss it 
you are welcome to join us. For more information please 
call Ann at 303-451-5219 or Jackie at 303-410-1136.

Archdiocesan Youth Summer Camp

FIVE SESSIONS | June - July | Grades 4-12

Next month, the youth of the archdiocese will be heading 
into the beautiful Rocky Mountains for a week of adventure 
and friendship in a dynamic faith-filled environment. We 
will host five one-week sessions. Sessions are open to both 
boys and girls in grades 4-12.

Programming will include rock climbing, hiking, small 
group formation, Mass outdoors, and so much more. For 
more information about dates, pricing, and to register, visit: 

annunciationheights.org/summer-camp

Catholic Baby University

SIX CLASS SERIES | May 2019

Designed for expectant parents, Catholic Baby University 
integrates childbirth education with a crash course in 
Catholicism to help prepare your hearts and homes for the 
baby. For registration and more info please visit:

archden.org/eflm/cbu.

Rachel’s Vineyard of Colorado Retreat

HOPE AND HEALING AFTER AN ABORTION | June 14-16

Are you or someone you know suffering from a post-
abortion experience? There is hope and healing! Please 
consider attending the next confidential Rachel’s Vineyard 
CatholicRetreat! Contact Edith at 303-775-4108 or at 
edieg2@aol.com with questions. For more info please visit: 

rvrcolorado.org

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life
https://www.amazon.com/Nightingale-Novel-Kristin-Hannah/dp/1250080401
https://annunciationheights.org/summer-camp-2/
https://archden.org/eflm/cbu/
http://www.rvrcolorado.org/


FROM THE COMMUNITY St. VINCENT de PAUL

STEPHEN MINISTRY

Grief Support

If you or someone you know is grieving the loss of a loved 
one, your Stephen Ministry can help! Stephen Ministry 
provides weekly visits of one-to-one support, care, and
encouragement for those who are grieving, as well as person-
alized delivery of our free Journeying Through Grief booklet 
series: a unique set of four short, easy-to-read booklets that 
offer words of comfort and hope, designed to be received at 
four crucial points in the first year of the grief journey. For 
more information, please leave a message on our 
Confidential Helpline at 303-469-5171 x113.

STEPHEN MINISTER TRAINING | Begins September 2019

Nativity of Our Lord Parish will begin a new training session 
for Stephen Ministers this September. Those training for 
Stephen Ministry will learn skills and develop their talents
for bringing Christ’s healing love to people who are grieving, 
hurting, or experiencing other stresses in life. Please call 
303-469-5171 x113 and leave a message to sign up or receive 
more information.

CLICK EACH
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

The Remarkable Story of Alphonse Ratisbonne

As we saw last week, devotion to Our Lady spread quickly 
after the visitations to St. Catherine LaBoure became known 
and especially after an official inquiry in 1836 concluded 
that the apparitions were genuine. In 1836 alone over fifteen 
million Miraculous Medals were distributed throughout the 
world. These events left a deep impression on Frederic 
Ozanam and led to his devotion to Our Lady as did another
remarkable event that occurred in Italy in 1842 to Alphonse 
Ratisbonne.

Alphonse Ratisbonne was born in 1814 to a socially 
prominent, wealthy Jewish family in Strasbourg, France. 
When Alphonse was thirteen his older brother, Theodore 
converted to Catholicism and eventually entered the priest-
hood. This left the family’s hopes for the continued success 
of the family’s business interests resting on Alphonse. 
Alphonse was not a practicing Jew but, partly out of the fact
that his older brother had “defected” so to speak, he develop-
ed a profound disdain for the Catholic faith.

By his late-twenties Alphonse had graduated law school. He 
planned on travelling around Europe before returning home 
to run the family’s business. Because of his family’s wealth 
and social position, they had many friends of different faiths, 
and although Alphonse was virulently anti-Catholic, he had 
personal friends who were Catholic. To humor a Catholic 
friend he accepted a challenge that was to change every-
thing... more next week.

The SVdP helpline is 720-452-2520.

NATIVITY BLOOD DRIVE

BLOOD DRIVE SIGN-UP | May 11-12; 25-26

Nativity, together with Vitalant, is hosting the semi-annual
Blood Drive on June 2 from 8:00am - 1:00pm in Weibel 
I/II. Sign-up to donate this coming weekend, May 11-12, 
after Mass. There will also be a sign-up at the counter in the 
gathering area after all Masses May 25-26. You may also 
sign-up for an appointment at your convenience online at: 

vitalant.org. 

Thank you in advance for your generous donation 
that could potentially save 3 lives!

Steubenville of the Rockies

MERCY SQUAD CREW | June 19-23

Mercy Squad is for young adults ages 18-28 years of age. It is 
a five day young adult service opportunity beginning with a 
two-day retreat the Wednesday prior to the conference 
weekend. Mercy Squad is a great way to connect with other 
young adults who desire to grow in faith and remain actively 
involved in the Church. Fill out this form to register:

archden.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Mercy-Squad-
Application-2019_.pdf.

Liber Christo Liberation Conference

July 29 - August 2 | Renaissance Denver Stapleton Hotel

Learn about Catholic healing and deliverance from some of
the nation’s most knowledgeable pros. For more info visit:

liberchristo.org

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
BURRITO SALE 5/18-5/19

 

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

http://archden.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Mercy-Squad-Application-2019_.pdf
https://www.liberchristo.org/
https://www.vitalant.org/Home.aspx
http://svdpden.org
http://stephenministry.org
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is no ‘self-made man’, men who have created themselves. We are all 
debtors to God, and to all those people who have given us favour-
able living conditions. Our identity is built first and foremost with 
the good received. The first is life.

One who prays learns to say “thank you”. And so often we forget to 
say “thank you”. We are selfish. One who prays learns to say “thank 
you” and to ask God to be benevolent to him or her. As much as we 
may strive, there is always an inexhaustible debt to God which we 
can never pay back: he loves us infinitely more than we love him. 
And then, as much as we try to live according to Christian Teaching, 
in our life there will always be something for which to ask forgive-
ness. Let us think about days spent lazily, about moments in which 
rancour has filled our heart, and so on. These unfortunately not 
rare experiences are what make us implore: “Lord, Father, forgive 
us our debts”. Thus we ask God for forgiveness.

On close reflection, the invocation could well be limited to this first 
part; that would have been nice. But instead Jesus joins it to a 
second expression that forms one with the first. The vertical 
relationship with benevolence on God’s part refracts and is called 
to translate into a new relationship with our brothers and sisters: a 
horizontal relationship. The good God invites all of us to be good. 
The two parts of the invocation are linked together with a stern 
conjunction: we ask the Lord to forgive our debts, our sins, ‘as’ we 
forgive our friends, the people who live with us, our neighbours, 
the people who have done something bad to us.

Every Christian knows that forgiveness of sins exists for him or her. 
We all know this: God forgives everything and forgives always. 
When Jesus describes the face of God to his disciples, he outlines it 
with expressions of tender mercy. He says that there is more joy in 
heaven for one sinner who repents than for a multitude of 
righteous people who need no repentance (cf. Lk 15:7, 10). Nothing 
in the Gospels lets one suspect that God would not forgive the sins 
of whoever is ready and asks to be embraced again.

But the Grace of God, so abundant, is always demanding. Those 
who have received much must learn to give much, and not to keep 
only for themselves what they have received. Those who have 
received much must learn to give much. It is not by chance that the 
Gospel of Matthew, immediately after having given the text of the 
“Our Father”, of the seven expressions used pauses to emphasize 
precisely that of fraternal forgiveness: “For if you forgive men their 
trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you; but if you do 
not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive 

A ME S SAGE F ROM
OU R POPE

your trespasses” (Mt 6:14-15). But this is powerful! I recall: several 
times I have heard people say: “I will never forgive that person! I 
will never forgive that person for what he did to me!”. But if you do 
not forgive, God will not forgive you. You close the door. Let us 
consider whether we are able to forgive or if we do not forgive.

When I was in the other Diocese, a distressed priest told me that 
he had gone to administer the Last Rites to an elderly woman who 
was on her deathbed. The poor woman could not speak. And the 
priest asked her: “Madam, do you repent of your sins?”. The 
woman said “yes”; she could not confess them, but she said yes. It 
is sufficient. And then again: “Do you forgive others?”. And the 
woman said, on her deathbed: “No”. The priest was upset. If you 
do not forgive, God will not forgive you. Let us consider, we who 
are here, whether we forgive or whether we are able to forgive. 
“Father, I cannot do it, because those people treated me so 
harshly”. But if you cannot do it, ask the Lord to give you the 
strength to do so: Lord, help me to forgive.

Here again, we find the connection between love of God and love 
of neighbour. Love attracts love; forgiveness attracts forgiveness. 
Again in Matthew we find a very strong parable dedicated to 
fraternal forgiveness (cf. 18:21-35). Let us listen to it.

There was a servant who had contracted an enormous debt with his 
king: 10,000 talents! An impossible amount to repay; I do not 
know how much that would be today, but hundreds of millions. 
However, a miracle happened, and that servant received not a 
deferred payment but full commutation. An un-hoped for grace! 
But here, immediately thereafter, that servant got angry with a 
fellow servant who owed him 100 denari - something minor - and, 
although this is an attainable sum, he would not accept excuses or 
pleas. Therefore, in the end, the master called for him and had him 
condemned. Because if you do not strive to forgive, you will not be 
forgiven; if you do not strive to love, neither will you be loved.

Jesus includes the power of forgiveness in human relationships. In 
life not everything is resolved with justice. No. Especially where 
one must put a stop to evil, someone must love beyond what is due, 
in order to recommence a relationship of grace. Evil knows 
revenge, and if it is not stopped, it risks spreading, suffocating the 
entire world.

Jesus replaced the law of retaliation - what you have done to me, I 
will do to you in return - with the law of love: what God has done 
for me, I shall do for you in return! Let us consider today, in this 
most beautiful week of Easter, whether I am able to forgive. And if 
I do not feel I can, I must ask the Lord to give me the grace to 
forgive, because knowing how to forgive is a grace.

God gives every Christian the grace to write a story of good in the 
life of his or her brothers and sisters, especially of those who have 
done something regrettable or wrong. With a word, an embrace, a 
smile, we can pass on to others the most precious thing we have 
received. What is the most precious thing we have received? 
Forgiveness, which we too must be able to give to others.

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE

St Peter's Square | Wednesday, 24 April 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Today we shall complete the catechesis on the fifth request of the 
“Lord’s Prayer”, by focusing on the expression “as we also have 
forgiven our debtors” (Mt 6:12). We have seen that it is actually 
human to be debtors before God: we have received everything from 
him, in terms of nature and grace. Our life has not only been 
wanted, but has been loved by God. Truly, there is no room for 
presumption when we fold our hands to pray. In the Church there 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
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303-469-5363 • Laurelpets.com
Best of Broomfield Award Winner Five Years Running

Open 7 days a week • Convenient 
Provide Community Support

303-777-3037

www.Braconier.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

COOLING

Save 
Energy 

Conserve 
Water

STARKOVICH
LAW, LLC

Legal Services -
Quality, Friendly, Affordable

720-937-4293 • www.starlawdenver.com
CRIMINAL  |  FAMILY LAW

WILLS  |  BUSINESS

Trustworthy & Compassionate Care at Home

• Senior Home Care • Pediatric Home Care
• Respite Care • Housekeeping 

Call
(888) 664-4222                              W W W. V I TA L C A R E . U S

B&M Roofing of Colorado 
Commitment to quality has been the B&M standard since 1947!

Commercial & Residential Experts
Serving the entire Front Range for new roofs or repairs

303-443-5843
bmroofing.com • gfeauto@bmroofing.com 

Grant Feauto • NOOL Parishioner
3768 Eureka Way 

Frederick CO 80516

NEW STR CAFE 
HOURS:

Mon Thru Sat • 6am - 9pm | Sunday • 7am - 3pm
Visit us before or after Mass.

1255 East 1st Ave
(Just North of 120th, west of the Sheridan near Chase)

303-466-6099

Douglas s. HolDen, P.C.
attorney at law

Offices in Broomfield & Lakewood
303-986-1994

Wills, Trusts & Estate Planning • Probate • Elder/Senior Law
Over 30+ Yrs • Broomfield High School Graduate • USAF Veteran

Member Elder Law College • National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys
Elder Law Section of the Colorado Bar Association

Contact Adam Kimber to place an ad today! 
akimber@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5813

Your Loved One Never Leaves Our Care
Crematory on Site 

Kathleen Everly, Licensed Funeral Director, General Manager | katie@rundus.com | Family Owned & Operated

www.rundus.com | Call 24 Hrs. 303.460.1414 Providing the Excellent Care Your Family Deserves

Cremations ~ Burials ~ Preplanning 
Truly owned and operated by a Broomfield family. 

Phone 303•997•6667 ~ 6343 W. 120th Ave, Broomfield
Kelsi Tesone Mathews, MSP. NBE Accredited. Available 24/7

303.465.2308
www.broomfieldoralsurgery.com

We support Catholic Stewardship and Virtuous 
Investing Principles. Call me to learn more!

Edward Ariniello, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
842 W South Boulder Rd Ste 201, 
Louisville, CO 80027-1674
303-666-0818

Emily Perrotto, Realtor
14697 Delaware Street, Suite 1200 | Broomfield, CO 80023

(303) 920-9202 | Office
(303) 748-7471 | Direct
Emily.Perrotto@gmail.com

Your Nativity Realtor!
Proud Nativity Parishioner and Parent

$250 will be donated to Nativity upon closing transactions from parishioners
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GM Handyman, LLC
General Contractor

Flooring • Painting • Tiling • Decks • Patios and More
General Exterior & Interior Maintenance & Repairs

Free designs/Free Estimates • Licensed & Insured

Marcelo Noguera • Parishioner
303-437-1062 • mnoguera@ymail.com

SAVE UP TO 40%!
Bill Duggan • Agent/Parishioner

11975 Main Street 
303 465 4000 
bill@billduggan.net

CALL ANYTIME FOR QUOTE • CLAIM • SERVICE

24 Hour Good 
Neighbor Service®

FAMILY 
DENTISTRY

13606 Xavier Ln. #B 
Broomfield, CO

Dr. Samuel G. Novak 
Dr. Lee W. Gerry

303-466-7306
Parishioners

BROOMFIELD ORTHODONTICS
5280 Top Dentist

Preferred Invisalign Provider
Dr. Joseph B. Dankey - Parishioner
303.469.7874 • 10 Garden Center
www.Broomfieldbraces.com

Insurance friendly
Free consultation
Invisalign certified

13605 Xavier Lane, Ste D
Broomfield, CO 80023

Near 136th 
and Sheridan

720-887-8357
BohmanOrtho.com

Cornerstone Pediatric Associates
David M. Miller, MD, FAAP

NOOL Parishioner since 1998

(303) 673-9030

90 Health Park Dr., Ste. 160 • Louisville CO
cornerstonepeds.co

Helping to Grow Healthy Families

ProTech Computer Systems, Inc.
7100 North Broadway Building 3 Suite C 
Denver, Colorado 80221 
Authorized Sales & Service 
For Business Class 
Dell, HP, Lenovo

303-430-0433 
w w w . p r o t s y s . c o m
Parishioner Since 2000

GOT TAXES?
BETTER CALL TOM

Tom Fattor, CPA • Nativity Parishioner
All kinds of tax services!

303-466-2078

Darlene L. Cole
REALTOR® 

PARISHIONER

(720) 984-3652 Cell
(303) 920-9202 Office

14697 Delaware Street, Unit 1200
Westminster, CO 80023

dcole@remax.net
www.dcole.remaxagent.com

Each office is independently owned and operated

“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully 
 will also reap bountifully.” (2 Cor 9:6)

Greg Blanchard, CLU®

Chartered Financial Consultant®, Agent 
New York Life Insurance Company
greg@blanchardfinancialservices.com 
www.blanchardfinancialservices.com

303-427-8100
Call us today to arrange a  

convenient, no obligation interview
Parishioner 
Since 1986 

Holly Stickle
ReMax Hall of Fame

Parishioner Since 1992
303-489-7865 • hollystickle@remax.net

VOTED BEST AUTO REPAIR SHOP 2016 AND 2017
by Broomfielder Magazine

Honest • Reliable • Professional
We welcome all makes and models, but specialize in Nissan, Infiniti,

Honda, Acura, Toyota, Lexus, Subaru, Kia, Hyundai, Mitsubishi, and Mazda!

205 Commerce St • Broomfield, CO 80020  |  (303) 465-0277
W W W . F I N E T U N E D A U T O M O T I V E . C O M

Contact Adam Kimber to place an ad today! 
akimber@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5813

Brian Margolis

Serving Clients Since 1999
(720) 791-5999

HONESTY - QUALITY - CONFIDENCE

Local, family based business for all
your heating & cooling needs.

Residential & Commercial
303-507-7118 • LumberjackHVACDenver.com

We support our troops & first responders!
Ask for your discount

Blessed are
groups that share.
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