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EASTER

‘Do you love me?’ and 
[Peter] said to him, 
‘Lord, you know every-
thing; you know that 
I love you.’ [Jesus] 
said to him, ‘Feed 
my sheep.’”

- John 21:17

“
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of Saint Charles Borromeo. This is a dimension in which we 
are constantly formed by our superiors because none of us 
members can ever consider ourselves fully accomplished in 
living out the communion with our brothers.

I remember one of my first evenings in the seminary. It was 
winter. I was standing outside the main entrance, on the 
stairs, joining all the other seminarians, for a usual break 
after dinner. I didn’t know many of them. I was filled with 
suspicion. I was sort of probing many of their hearts, maybe 
trying to find my spot in that new place. I realize now how I 
was filled with haughtiness, judging many of them with 
unfounded contempt, which was also caused by the initial 
fear of the new step I just made by entering the seminary. 
Then, a sudden and unexpected intuition came up to mind: 
these people, each one of them, have been called by Christ. 
And more than that, they followed Him, and they gave up 
their plans in order to be guided by Him. With that provi-
dential thought, I looked at them in a different way. That 
was just the beginning of a long, demanding, and yet joyful 
walk on the path of communion with my brothers, on which 
Christ put me by calling me to the priesthood in the 
Fraternity of Saint Charles.

Another major step on this path happened when our current 
superior, Fr. Paolo, reformed the seminary, splitting it into 
three groups called “houses.” Each “house” was made of eight 
or more seminarians who, sharing a common stage of 
formation, were called to live together the ordinary weekly 
life. That reform allowed each one of us to live a more real 
experience of communion. It was the anticipation of what 
we would live later as priests in the houses we were sent. 
That experience of communion and friendship was so fruit-
ful and real for me that it nourished my desire to live out my 
priestly vocation not alone, but in a real communion with 
brothers and friends.

This is what every house of the Fraternity is taught and 
encouraged to live. And this is what Fr. Michael, Fr. Accu 
and I live in our FSCB House in Denver. From sharing 

A M E S SAGE F ROM
OU R PR IE STS

FR. EMANUELE
FADINI

Dear Parishioners,

I write these lines from 
Colorado Springs, where Fr. 
Michael, Fr. Accu and I are 
attending the diocesan 
priestly convocation. In his 
opening talk, our Archbishop 
urged all of us priests to live
out our brotherhood. His 
words strongly resonated with 
me because priestly comm-
union is an essential dimen-
sion in our Priestly Fraternity

meals to praying together, starting with morning prayers 
and ending with the “Memorare” before going to bed; from 
working together to hiking, always behind a tireless Fr. 
Michael; from laughing at Fr. Accu’s jokes (very funny ones, 
I have to admit, despite some terrible ones he makes once in 
a while… but please, lips sealed!) to fraternal corrections 
and acts of forgiveness… In all these real human dimensions 
we discover every time that Christ, who brings us into his 
communion with the Father, called us to live a real comm-
union among us. In this way, the words of the psalmists that 
God entrusted to us as promise become our own: “Behold, 
how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!” 
(Ps 133:1). May this experience of communion be a continu-
ing growing fruit for us and for all of you: with us, in your 
families, in this parish, in the Catholic Church.

Have a great week,

Fr. Emanuele



Mass Times

Monday - Friday

7:00am

Saturday

8:00am/4:30pm

Sunday

7:30am/9:30am
11:30am/5:00pm

Confession

Thursday

5:00pm

Saturday

8:30am/3:00pm

Sunday

30 minutes prior
to each mass

Adoration

Thursday

Noon - 6:00pm

Morning Prayer

Monday - Friday

7:30am

Saturday/Sunday

7:05am

Location:  
900 W. Midway Blvd
Broomfield, CO 80020

Website:  www.nool.us

Phone: 303-469-5171 

Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday,
8:00am-5:00pm 

Fax:  303-469-5172 

School:  303-466-4177
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Sisters: sisters@nool.us
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School Principal

Holly Peterson
h.peterson@nool.us, ext. 141
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Accounting Assistant

Suzie Sloan
s.sloan@nool.us, ext. 140

Parish Registrar

Merrilyn Sikora
m.sikora@nool.us, ext. 110

Parish Sacristan

Marylou Sivigliano
m.sivigliano@nool.us, ext. 136

Director of Music

Dr. Marcia Marchesi
m.marchesi@nool.us, ext. 123

Faith Alive Direct Number

303-731-0425

Director of Faith Alive

Mark Thomason
m.thomason@nool.us, ext. 104

Director of Religious Education

Diane Irby
d.irby@nool.us, ext. 103

Faith Alive Assistant

Tricia Fankell
t.fankell@nool.us, ext. 103

Stewardship Director

Diane Denfeld
d.denfeld@nool.us, ext. 106

Development Director

Ilene DuBey
i.dubey@nool.us, 303-641-3667

IT Specialist

Jim DuBey
j.dubey@nool.us, ext. 115

Facilities Manager

Mike Hebert
m.hebert@nool.us, ext. 122

Administrator of  Parish Reception 
& Office Operations

Jen Kuzik
j.kuzik@nool.us, ext. 100

Admin. Assistants - Front Desk

Lindsay Smith
l.smith@nool.us, ext. 112

Pastoral Associate, Charity & 
Outreach

Lynne Gallagher
l.gallagher@nool.us, ext. 101

Director of Communications

Jacquie Fankell
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Saturday | 5/4

ACTS 6:1-7
JN 6:16-21

Sunday | 5/5

ACTS 5:27-32, 
40B-41
REV 5:11-14
JN 21:1-19

Monday | 5/6

ACTS 6:8-15
JN 6:22-29

Tuesday | 5/7

ACTS 7:51-8:1A

JN 6:30-35

Wednesday | 5/8

ACTS 8:1B-8
JN 6:35-40

Thursday | 5/9

ACTS 8:26-40
JN 6:44-51

Friday | 5/10

ACTS 9:1-20
JN 6:52-59

Saturday | 5/11

ACTS 9:31-42
JN 6:60-69

Sunday | 5/12

ACTS 13:14, 
43-52
REV 7:9, 14B-17
JN 10:27-30

DAILY READINGS

For all bulletin submi-
ssions, please email us at:

BULLETIN@NOOL.US

The submission deadline is 
every Tuesday at noon. Be 
on the lookout for early
holiday submission times.

BULLETIN INFO

PARISH TIMES

PARISH OFFICE

PARISH STAFF

Nativity's main communication tool

Sign up at nool.us or at 
app.flocknote.com/nool

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Visit nool.us for our
interactive bulletin,
latest news, and more.

http://usccb.org/readings
https://www.nool.us/
https://app.flocknote.com/nool


CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Nicki Battista

May 5

Cyrene Brozovich
James Brozovich

Wilma Fuller
Virginia Sullivan

May 12

Bonnie Gauthier
Thomas Greene
Genevieve Lane

Kenneth Thrower

Saturday | 5/4

8:00am | † Alma Meek by Nativity Parish and Staff
4:30pm | † Clyde Fonio by Pat Fonio

Sunday | 5/5

7:30am | † David and Betty Malysa by David
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am |    RE Teachers by Faith Alive
5:00pm |    Leonard and Margaret Zylla Wedding Anniversary

Monday | 5/6

7:00am | † James Caulfield by Jim and Joanne Farver

Tuesday | 5/7

7:00am | † Eduardo Cruz by Jim and Joanne Farver

Wednesday | 5/8

7:00am | † Barbara Higgins by Ron and Maryann Reyes

Thursday | 5/9

7:00am | † Barbara Higgins by Faye Gillis

Friday | 5/10

7:00am | † Shelly Goberio by The Family

Saturday | 5/11

8:00am | † Bill Murphy by Jim and Evelyn Green
4:30pm |    Tricia Fankell by The Caldwell Family

Sunday | 5/12

7:30am | † Clayton Roth by Suzanne Klemoff
9:30am |    People of the Parish
11:30am |    RCIA Teaching Team by Faith Alive
5:00pm | † Barbara Peixoto by The Peixoto Family

If you have any prayer re-
quests, please contact Joanne 
Farver at 303-466-8859 for 
Nativity's prayerline.

If you're going to the hospital 
and need a visit from a priest 
or deacon, please call the front 
desk at: 303-469-5171

Prayers for the sick and for 
the deceased:

We pray for all who are sick, and 
for our deceased relatives and 
friends that they may speedily 
attain the blessedness of heaven 
and rejoice in the eternal trea-
sure of God’s glory and love.

St. Damien de Veuster
May 10

SAINT OF THE WEEK

SACRISTRY LAUNDRY

COLLECTION COUNTERS

MASS INTENTIONS

PARISH CALENDAR

Sunday | 5/5

8:00am | CL
11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
6:00pm | HS Youth Group

Monday | 5/6

6:00am | Sports Banquet
9:30am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
1:00pm | Rosary Prayer Grp.
5:30pm | Hope Corner
6:00pm | Marriage Prep
6:30pm | SVdP
7:00pm | Women's Guild

Tuesday | 5/7

9:00am | Endow
9:00am | TOFF
10:30am | SVdP
6:00pm | Venturers
6:30pm | RCIA
7:30pm | IN IPSO

Wednesday | 5/8

5:45am | St. Joe’s Men’s Grp.
10:30am | SVdP
1:00pm | Video Bible Studies
5:30pm | RE BBQ
6:00pm | Stephen Ministry
6:30pm | CL
7:00pm | Video Bible Studies

Thursday | 5/9

8:00am | Cut Box Tops
9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
3:30pm | Nativity Nights
6:30pm | Dante's Divine Com.
7:00pm | Sojourners
7:00pm | Baptism class
7:00pm | Pastoral Council

Friday | 5/10

7:30am | Men of Emmaus
9:00am | Endow
10:30am | SVdP
5:00pm | GS
6:00pm | Holy Family Event
6:45pm | Endow (Couples)

Saturday | 5/11

7:30am | Pro-Life Rosary
9:00am | Marian Pray Cenacles
9:00am | Spanish Bible Study
9:30am | Italian Class
11:00am | Baptisms
5:30pm | Blood Drive Sign-up
5:30pm | Dinner/Dancing

Sunday | 5/12

All Day | Blood Drive Sign-up
8:00am | CL
11:00am | Parishioner's Rosary
6:00pm | HS Youth Group

If you're interested in getting
involved with any of the 
ministries hosting events 
in the parish, please see the 
information on the Parish Life
board in the gathering area,
visit our website, or connect
directly via Flocknote.

Calendar Disclaimer:

Times in the parish calendar
are subject to change. Sign up
on Flocknote for updates.

If you have any questions
regarding the events above, 
please contact the front desk.

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-damien-de-veuster-of-moloka-i/


Your gift to the 2019 Archbishop’s Catholic Appeal will 
accomplish more than you realize. Gifts to the Appeal will 
be distributed to nearly forty archdiocesan ministries. Your 
charity, for example, will help fund essential services offered 
through Catholic Charities, deepen the faith lives of our 
youth, promote the sanctity of life, and educate our 
seminarians…to name only a few examples. Thank you for 
your charity.

Please visit: archden.org/givetoday to make your gift today 
or call 303.867.0614.

4:00-7:00pm
Confession

Adoration
Dinner

4:00-5:00pm
Rosary

5:00-6:00pm
Singing

6:00-7:00pm
Evening Prayer

MAY 9
Hosted by

SVdP & Sojourners

EASTER

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

http://archden.org/givetoday


Online Giving

Nativity participates in 
an online giving 
program that serves as 
a consistent, reliable 
means of making your 
offering to our parish.

Questions? Suzie at:  
s.sloan@nool.us

To give online: 

1)  Go to nool.us

2)  Click ‘Donate’ in the
      main menu

3)  Complete the 
      registration

TITHING CLICK HERE
FOR MORE FROM THE FRONT DESK

DCN. MARTY’S RETIRE-
MENT RECEPTION | May 18

Please join us as we celebrate 
Deacon Marty’s retirement 
over dinner on May 18 at 
5:30pm in Ryan Hall. There 
is no cost to attend, but space 
is limited so please get your 
tickets from the front desk 
today!

VOLUNTEER NEEDED

A volunteer is needed to transfer food from FISH to
Nativity one Friday per month. Anyone who might be
interested, please contact Frank Hillenbrand at 
303-466-1588.

HOST FAMILIES NEEDED | June 16 - July 6

This summer, Fr. Diego will be coming to Broomfield with 
14 of his high school students from Chile (six girls, eight 
boys, plus one mom). We are in need of families to open 
their homes for two weeks during their visit. The students 
arrive on June 16 and depart on July 6. They will attend 
Nativity's High School Vacation in Estes Park from June 
23-28, so even though they are here for three weeks, they 
will only stay with host families for two.

Host families will need to provide:

· A bedroom and a bathroom, which they may share with 
your kids.

· Breakfast, a sack lunch, and dinner with your family or 
your evening activity.

· The students are here to experience life with American 
families, so this requires no change in your routine; they 
will just participate in your normal activities.

If you are interested or have any questions please contact 
Ilene DuBey at i.dubey@nool.us or at 303-641-3667.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRlxthKuWMgHVUkzY9fOBOQ4s4NSQukCYDzKLUtTTUlsf2EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pboub6JOo29c-lyniiUH16X5pI=&ver=3
https://www.nool.us/young-adults
https://www.nool.us/religious-education


CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Nativity Preschool o�ers a high-quality 
early childhood experience in a caring, 
safe, fun and faith-filled environment, 
where children develop qualities such as:

• Conversation

• Creative Thinking

• Motor Skills

• Focus

• Persistence

• Independence

• Empathy

• Conflict Resolution

Nativity Preschool for 3-5 year olds.

Full Day and Half Day options available:

5 Full Days | M-F: 8:15am-3:15pm
3 Full Days | M/W/F: 8:15am-3:15pm
2 Full Days | Tu/Th: 8:15am-3:15pm

5 Half Days | M-F: 8:15am-11:15am
3 Half Days | M/W/F: 8:15am-11:15am
2 Half Days | Tu/Th: 8:15am-11:15am

For more information visit:
school.nool.us

https://school.nool.us/


VIDEO BIBLE STUDIES

WOMEN’S GUILD

NEXT MEETING | May 13

The Women’s Guild meeting on May 13 will be a Salad 
Supper at 6:30pm in Weibel II Hall followed by the budget 
and calendar meeting. Please bring your favorite salad to
share. Beverages and place settings are furnished. We 
assume all committee chairpersons will continue in their 
current positions if they have not called to resign.

All ladies of the parish, especially those newly registered, 
are welcome and encouraged to attend. See you there! 
With questions call Nicki Battista at 303-469-0670.

RESPECT LIFE

PEACEFUL PRAYER | Tuesday, May 7 | Boulder

Join us to pray peacefully outside the Boulder abortion 
clinic, where late term abortions are performed. We will 
carpool from Nativity at 8:00am.

ANNUAL BABY SHOWER | May 11 - June 16

We will again be collecting donations for our parish baby 
shower to give to Gabriel House, Marisol health clinic, and 
the Little Flower pregnancy center. You may drop off your 
donations at the crib in the narthex beginning May 11-12. 
We will continue to collect gifts through Father’s Day, 
June 16. For a list of suggested items please visit:

nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life

Thank you for you generosity!

RESOURCES FOR LIFE

For a list of  Resources for Life for unexpected pregnancy, 
post-abortion healing, etc. please visit:

nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life

If you have any questions please contact:

Eloise Georgen: 303-469-8156; eegptg@msn.com
Carrie Kudrna: 720-261-7622; ckudrna@ctpower.com
Janet Carpenter: 720-939-7192; janetacarpenter@comcast.net

NATIVITY WIDOWS

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

HOPE CORNER

FREE MENTAL HEALTH PRESENTATION | May 6

The Hope Corner is a free mental health ministry commit-
ted to instilling hope and reducing stigma. It provides stress
management, wellness tips, screenings, information, sup-
port, encouragement and faith/community-based resources. 

The next Hope Corner is May 6 from 5:30pm-7:30pm in 
Dresen Hall. Everyone is welcome whether you have a 
question, would like a screening, or have a family member 
with a mental health concern. With questions and to set an
appointment, please contact Becky Kusick, MA, LPC, CPSII 
at 303-907-6499 or at hopecornerministry@gmail.com.

TIME OUT FOR FRIENDS

MARISOL HEALTH | May 7

Join TOFF (Women's Group) on Tuesday, May 7 at 9:30am 
in Weibel I/II. Michelle Gallegos, Nativity parishioner, will 
be joining us to talk about Marisol Health Services. Child-
care is available for a small fee and babies under one year 
old are welcome to stay with Mom.

For more information, contact Anne Gray at
abcgray@hotmail.com or Ashley Suppes at
Ashley.suppes@gmail.com or at 816-288-2068.

WIDOWS LUNCHEON | May 8 | Broomfield

Nativity Widows Luncheon will be on May 8 at 11:00am at
the Egg and I in Broomfield, 799 US-287. For more 
information please call Mary Baylie at 303-466-1125 or
Genny Lane at 303-466-9377. All widows at Nativity are
welcome to join.

BISHOP BARRON‘S THE MASS | Begins May 7

Bishop Barron’s The Mass presents a walk through the
Liturgy with Bishop Barron.

Class will begin May 7 at 4:30pm in Weibel II.

EXODUS: CALLED TO FREEDOM | Begins May 8

Exodus: Called to Freedom, Dr. Tim Gray’s DVD bible study 
on the book of Exodus, looks through the lens of Christ and
the Church to show that God desired to free His people from 
the far more dangerous grip of sin. The class will show how 
the Exodus story is not just Isreal’s but ours as well. 

Class will begin May 8 at 1:00pm and 7:00pm in Weibel I.

GALATIANS: SET FREE TO LIVE | Begins May 9

Galatians: Set Free to Live, Jeff Cavins’ DVD bible study 
on Paul’s letter “The Apostle to the Gentiles” speaks directly
to the heart of Christians and addresses the most important
question we can ask: “What must we do to be saved?”

Class will begin May 9 at 1:00pm and 7:00pm in Weibel II.

Sessions will cost $20 for materials. We will have scholar-
ships available. Registration will be available after Mass this 
weekend, May 4-5.

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://mass.wordonfire.org/study
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/exodus-called-to-freedom
https://ascensionpress.com/collections/galatians-set-free-to-live
https://www.nool.us/ministries-1/respect-life?rq=respect%20life


St. VINCENT de PAUL CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

St. Catherine Laboure – Vincentian Saint

Blessed Frederic Ozanam had a particular devotion to Our 
Lady. He was especially influenced by Our Lady’s appear-
ances to St. Catherine Laboure. In 1830 Catherine entered 
the Daughters of Charity, the religious organization founded 
by Sts. Vincent de Paul and Louise de Marillac in 1633. As a 
novice Catherine received three visits from Our Lady.

During these visits Mary gave Catherine the design for what 
we now call the Miraculous Medal. The front of the medal 
shows Our Lady as the Queen of Heaven and earth standing 
on a globe crushing the head of a serpent beneath her feet. 
The words, “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who 
have recourse to thee,” appear around the perimeter of the 
medal. Mary told Catherine that those who wore the medal, 
especially around the neck, would receive great blessings if 
worn prayerfully in faith and trust. Our Lady’s appearances 
occurred twenty-four years before the Church adopted the 
teaching of the Immaculate Conception.

In 1836 a canonical inquiry declared the apparitions to be 
genuine. In 1831 Catherine was sent to a poor suburb of 
Paris to serve in a hospice. St. Catherine did not reveal she 
was the one who received the design of the medal to anyone 
at the hospice until shortly before her death 47 years later. 
St. Catherine’s incorrupt body lies in the chapel where Our 
Lady appeared to her. The call in line for SVdP is 
720-452-2520.

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

MOTHER’S DAY CARDS | April 27 - May 5

Interested in giving a very special Mother's Day gift? The 
Bottom Line Diaper Bank of Catholic Charities is offering a 
unique card celebrating Mom and making a diaper donation 
in her honor. A $5 donation for each card will directly 
provide at least 30 diapers to a mother and child in need. 
These special cards will be available after Masses April 27-28 
and May 4-5. 

The card cover is original art from Devin Montagne depict-
ing Mary holding baby Jesus. The inside message highlights 
the donation of diapers made in honor of the recipient. 
Cards are limited - please make sure to buy this special 
Mother's Day card the weekends of April 27-28 and May 4-5. 

For more information, please visit ccdenver.org/diaper.

TOOTSIE ROLL DRIVE | May 17-19 | Loacl Grocery Stores

All parishioners and families, please consider helping the 
Knights of Columbus Tootsie Roll Drive on May 17-19, 
supporting people with intellectual disabilities, by handing 
out Tootsie Rolls at local grocery stores.  Sign-up sheets will 
be available after Masses on the weekend of May 4 and 11. 
Or contact Frank Schaffer 720-883-3478 for more info.

NATIVITY BLOOD DRIVE

BLOOD DRIVE SIGN-UP | May 11-12

Nativity, together with Vitalant, is hosting the semi-annual
Blood Drive in the coming months. Sign-up to donate this
coming weekend, May 11-12, after Mass. It will fill up 
quickly. Thank you in advance for your generous donation 
that could potentially save 3 lives!

FROM THE COMMUNITY

Denver Seminarians: Discernment Retreat

MIDDLE SCHOOL | May 19 | Grades 6-8

St. John Vianney Seminary, in Denver, is hosting a Middle
School Boy’s Discernment Retreat on Sunday, May 19 from 
9:00am - 2:00pm. Find more information and/or register
at denverseminarians.org.

Archdiocesan Youth Summer Camp

FIVE SESSIONS | June - July | Grades 4-12

In a few short months, the youth of the archdiocese will be 
heading into the beautiful Rocky Mountains for a week of 
adventure and friendship in a dynamic faith-filled environ-
ment. With our inaugural summer camp schedule beginning 
in June, we will host five one-week sessions. Sessions are 
open to both boys and girls in grades 4-12.

Programming will include rock climbing, hiking, small 
group formation, Mass outdoors, and so much more. For 
more information about dates, pricing, and to register, visit: 

annunciationheights.org/summer-camp

Catholic Baby University

SIX CLASS SERIES | May 2019

Designed for expectant parents, Catholic Baby University 
integrates childbirth education with a crash course in 
Catholicism to help prepare your hearts and homes for the 
baby. Registration for the six-class series is open for a 
holistic mind, body, and spirit preparation in this exciting 
stage of transition and newness! For more info please visit:

archden.org/eflm/cbu.

Steubenville of the Rockies

MERCY SQUAD CREW | June 19-23

Mercy Squad is for young adults ages 18-28 years of age. It is 
a five day young adult service opportunity beginning with a 
two-day retreat the Wednesday prior to the conference 
weekend. Mercy Squad is a great way to connect with other 
young adults who desire to grow in faith and remain actively 
involved in the Church. Fill out this form to register:

archden.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Mercy-Squad-
Application-2019_.pdf.

CLICK EACH
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

https://www.vitalant.org/Home.aspx
http://svdpden.org
https://www.nativitykofc.org
http://denverseminarians.org
https://annunciationheights.org/summer-camp-2/
https://archden.org/eflm/cbu/
http://archden.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Mercy-Squad-Application-2019_.pdf


CLICK HERE
FOR MORE

Father during his Passion. The first invocation occurs after 
the Last Supper when the Lord “lifted up his eyes to heaven 
and said, ‘Father, the hour has come; glorify thy Son’” - and 
then - “glorify thou me in thy own presence with the glory 
which I had with thee before the world was made” (Jn 17:1-5). 
Jesus asks for glory, a request which seems a paradox as his 
Passion is imminent. What glory is he referring to? In the 
Bible, glory refers to God’s self-revelation. It is the distinctive 
sign of his saving presence among mankind. Now, Jesus is 
the One who definitively manifests God’s presence and 
salvation. And he does this at Easter: lifted up on the Cross, 
he is glorified (cf. Jn 12:23-33). There, God finally reveals 
his glory: he removes the last veil and astonishes us as never 
before. Indeed, we discover that the Glory of God is entirely 
love: pure, unbridled and inconceivable love, beyond every 
limit and measure.

Brothers and sisters, let us make Jesus’ prayer our own: let 
us ask the Father to remove the veil from our eyes, so that in 
looking at the Crucifix over these days, we may understand 
that God is love. How often do we imagine him as master 
and not as Father; how often do we think of him as an 
austere judge rather than a merciful Saviour! But at Easter, 
God voids the distances, revealing himself in the humility of 
a love that seeks our love. Thus, we give him glory when we 
live whatever we do with love, when we do everything from 
our heart, as if for him (Col 3:17).

True glory is the glory of love because it is the only kind that 
gives life to the world. This glory is certainly the opposite of 
worldly glory, which comes from being admired, praised,
acclaimed: when the ‘I’ is at the centre of attention. The 
Glory of God, on the other hand, is paradoxical: no applause, 
no audience. At the centre is not the ‘I’, but rather the other. 
Indeed, at Easter we see that the Father glorifies the Son as 
the Son glorifies the Father. No one glorifies him- or herself. 
We can ask ourselves today: “which glory do I live for? Mine 
or God’s? Do I wish only to receive from others or also to 
give to others?.”

A ME S SAGE F ROM
OU R POPE
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After the Last Supper, Jesus enters the Garden of 
Gethsemane and here too, he prays to the Father. While the 
disciples are unable to stay awake and Judas is approaching 
with the soldiers, Jesus begins to feel “distressed and 
troubled.” He feels all the anguish at what awaits him: 
betrayal, contempt, suffering, failure. He is “sorrowful” and 
there in the abyss, in that desolation, he addresses the 
Father with the most tender and gentle word: “Abba”, that 
is, Father (cf. Mk 14:33-36). Jesus teaches us to embrace the 
Father in our trials, because in praying to him, there is the 
strength to go forward in suffering. In times of struggle, 
prayer is relief, entrustment, comfort. Abandoned by all, in 
inner desolation, Jesus is not alone. He is with the Father. 
On the other hand, we in our own Gethsemanes, often 
choose to remain alone rather than say “Father” and entrust 
ourselves to him, as Jesus did, entrusting ourselves to his 
will which is our true good. But when we remain closed 
within ourselves during trials, we dig a tunnel inside our-
selves, a painful, introverted path that has only one 
direction: ever deeper into ourselves. Solitude does not offer 
a way out, prayer does, because it is relationship, it is 
entrustment. Jesus entrusts everything and all of himself to 
the Father, bringing to him all that he feels, leaning on him 
in the struggle. When we enter our own Gethsemanes - we 
each have our own Gethsemanes or have had them or will 
have them - let us remember this: when we enter, when we 
will enter our Gethsemane, let us remember to pray in this 
way: “Father”.

Lastly, Jesus addresses to the Father a third prayer for us: 
“Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” 
(Lk 23:34). Jesus prays for those who were cruel to him, for 
his killers. The Gospel points out that this prayer occurs at 
the moment of the Crucifixion. It was probably the moment 
of sharpest pain, when nails were being driven into his 
wrists and feet. Here, at the peak of suffering, comes the 
pinnacle of love: forgiveness, which is the gift to the Nth 
power that breaks the cycle of evil.

As we pray the “Lord’s Prayer” in these days, we can ask for 
one of these graces: to live our days for the glory of God, 
that is, to live with love; to know how to entrust ourselves to 
the Father in times of trial and to utter “dad” to the Father 
and, in the encounter with the Father, to find forgiveness 
and the courage to forgive. Both things go together, The 
Father forgives us, but he gives us the courage to be able 
to forgive.

POPE FRANCIS

GENERAL AUDIENCE

St Peter's Square
Wednesday, 17 April 2019

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In these past weeks we have 
been reflecting on the “Lord’s 
Prayer.” Now on the eve of the 
Paschal Triduum, let us pause 
on some of the words with 
which Jesus prayed to the

http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html
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